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AN ACT concerning | oan repaynent assistance for nurses.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Loan Repaynent Assistance for Nurses Act.

Section 5. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to
establish a programin the Departnment of Public Health to
increase the total nunmber of nurses in this State and
encourage nurses to locate in areas where nurse shortages
exist by providing educational |oan repaynent assistance
grants to nurses who practice in areas of the State

denonstrating the greatest need for nurses.

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act, unless the context
ot herwi se requires:

"Department” nmeans the Department of Public Health.

"Designated shortage area" neans (i) an area designated
by the Director of Public Health as a nurse shortage area or
(ii1) an area served by a disproportionate share hospital as
described in the Illinois Public A d Code.

"Educational | oans" neans hi gher education student | oans
t hat a person has incurred in attending a registered
pr of essi onal nursing education program

"Nurse" means a regi stered nurse or regi stered
prof essional nurse as those terns are defined in the Nursing
and Advanced Practice Nursing Act.

"Progrant neans the educational |oan repaynent assistance
program for nurses established by the Departnment under this

Act .

Section 15. Establishnent of program The Depart nent
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shal | establish an educational |oan repaynent assistance
program for nurses who practice in designated shortage areas.
The Departnent shall admnister the program and neke al

necessary and proper rules not inconsistent with this Act for
the programis effective inplenentation. The Departnent may
use up to 5% of the appropriation for this programfor

adm ni stration and pronotion of nursing incentive prograns.

Section 20. Application. Beginning July 1, 2004, the
Depar t ment shall, each year, consider applications for
assi stance under the program The form of application and the
information required to be set forth in the application shal
be determ ned by the Departnent, and the Departnment shal
require applicants to submt wth their applications such

supporting docunents as the Departnent deens necessary.

Section 25. Eligibility. To be eligible for assistance
under the program an applicant nust neet all of the
foll ow ng qualifications:

(1) He or she mnmust be a citizen or pernanent
resident of the United States.

(2) He or she nust be a resident of this State.

(3) He or she nmust be practicing full-tine in a
desi gnat ed shortage area as a nurse.

(4) He or she nmust currently be repaying

educati onal | oans.

Section 30. The award of grants. Under the program for
each year that a qualified applicant practices full-tinme in a
designated shortage area as a nurse, the Departnent shall,
subject to appropriation, award a grant to that person in an
anount equal to the anpunt in educational |oans that the
person nust repay that year. However, the total anount in

grants that a person may be awarded under the program shal
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not exceed $5,000. The Departnent shall encourage recipients

to use the grants to pay off their educational | oans.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 200S.
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